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FOREWORD 
 

The purpose of the National Winter Storms Operations Plan (NWSOP) is to coordinate the 
efforts of the Federal meteorological community to provide enhanced weather observations of severe 
winter storms that impact the coastal regions of the United States.  This plan focuses on the 
coordination of requirements for winter storm reconnaissance observations provided by the Air 
Force Reserve Command's 53rd Weather Reconnaissance Squadron and NOAA's Aircraft 
Operations Center.  

 
The goal is to improve the accuracy and timeliness of severe winter storm forecast and warning 

services provided by the Nation's weather service organizations.  These forecast and warning 
responsibilities are shared by the National Weather Service, within the Department of Commerce 
and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA); and the weather services of the 
United States Air Force and the United States Navy, within the Department of Defense.  

 
Within the organizational infrastructure of the Office of the Federal Coordinator for 

Meteorological Services and Supporting Research (OFCM), the Working Group for Hurricane and 
Winter Storms Operations and Research (WG/HWSOR) is responsible for maintaining the plan.  
This year marks the 31st edition of the National Winter Storms Operations Plan.  A number of 
revisions and changes have been incorporated into the plan, to include: 

 
 Reflecting that the Senior Duty Meteorologist at the National Centers for Environmental 

Prediction (NCEP) Central Operations Product Management Branch is now the sole entity 
responsible for levying all operational winter storm tasking requirements for both the 
Atlantic and Pacific basins.  The NCEP Hydrometeorological Prediction Center (HPC) is no 
longer involved. 

 
 Removing references to altitude reservations (ALTRV) for winter storm missions, since 

aircraft are now compliant with Reduced Vertical Separation Minima criteria. 
 

 Updating backup procedures for the Chief, Aerial Reconnaissance, All Hurricanes 
(CARCAH) to reflect current processes. 

 

 Adding regional flight track map composites. 
 

The national winter storm mission is a team effort, and as we strive to be a “Weather-Ready 
Nation,” the effective coordination of the Federal agencies involved, local emergency managers, and 
others help, through improved forecast and warning services, to protect lives and property and 
reduce our Nation’s vulnerability to these high-impact events.  
 

      //SIGNED// 
Samuel P. Williamson 
Federal Coordinator for Meteorological 
  Services and Supporting Research 
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